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Abstract: Print media has played a significant role in shaping
political awareness, public opinion, cultural identity, and democratic
disconrse in Jammu and Kashmir. Since its emergence during the Dogra
period, newspapers have served as important instruments for
communication, social reform, and political mobilisation. This study
examines the bistorical evolution of print media in Jammn and
Rashmir, and analyses its contribution to political participation, social
transformation, and cultural preservation. This study adopts a
bistorical and analytical approach based on the examination of
newspapers, archival records, books, journal articles, government
documents, and other secondary sources. This study seeks to examine
how print media contributed significantly to the growth of political
consciousness, democratic aspirations, and public accountability in the
region. Newspapers provide platforms for expressing public grievances,
promoting social reform, and preserving lingnistic and cultural heritage.
However, the contemporary print industry faces numerous challenges,
including declining circulation, digital competition, shrinking advertising
revenue, misinformation, and concerns regarding press freedom. Despite
these challenges, print media continues to retain credibility because of
is editorial standards, archival value, and commitment to verified
information. The study concludes that the future sustainability of
print media in Jammn and Kashmir depends on technological
adaptation, ethical journalism, institutional support, and continned
commitment to democratic values and informed public disconrse.
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INTRODUCTION

The history of print media in Jammu and Kashmir
is closely associated with the region’s political, social, and
cultural transformations. Newspapers have served as an
important means of disseminating information, expressing
public grievances, promoting social reform, and shaping
political consciousness. Before electronic and digital
communication became widespread, print journalism
provided an essential platform through which people could
access information, debate public issues, and communicate
their aspirations. The evolution of newspapers must
therefore be understood not simply as a history of
publishing institutions but also as a history of changing
political relationships, public discourse, and regional identity
(Natarajan, 1955).

The origins of organised journalism in the region
can be traced to the nineteenth century during the Dogra
rule. Bidya Bilas, published in 1867, is commonly identified
in regional accounts as an eatly milestone in the history of
journalism in Jammu and Kashmir. During this period, the
press faced limited literacy, inadequate printing facilities,
financial difficulties, and administrative restrictions.
Nevertheless, newspapers gradually created opportunities
for intellectual discussions and the expression of social
concerns. The relationship between journalism and political
authority remains important, as criticism of the ruling
establishment could bring publications into conflict with
the administration (Tasir 1989). During the eatly twentieth
century, newspapers increasingly became channels for
discussing civil rights, education, administrative reform, and
representative governments. Publications produced outside
the princely state, particularly in Lahore, have also
contributed to debates about the region’s political and social
conditions. The development of 1931 and subsequent
debates about administrative reform marked important
stages in the relationship between the press and public life.
Newspapers such as Hamdard, Khidmat, Vitasta, and
Martand have contributed to political discussions, social
reform, and literary expression (Bazaz, 1941).

The year 1947 marked a major turning point in
Jammu and Kashmir’s political history. The princely state
acceded to India in October 1947 amid partition-related
violence, conflict, and political uncertainty. These
developments shaped the environment in which the
newspapers operated, and influenced the issues they
addressed. Therefore, it is useful to distinguish the pre-1947
history of the princely state from the subsequent evolution
of its political institutions and media systems. After 1947,
newspapers continued to report on governance, political
development, education, employment, public services,
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cultural identity, and regional affairs. Urdu remained an
important language of public communication, while
English-language publications contributed to political and
administrative debates. This study focuses specifically on
the Aftab and Kashmir Times, two newspapers with
different linguistic and publishing traditions, to consider
how their coverage may be examined through a common
analytical framework.

Digital communication has further transformed the
media environment. Online news platforms and social
media have accelerated the circulation of information while
intensifying competition for advertising revenue and
readership. Consequently, print newspapers face financial
and technological pressures, along with continuing questions
about editorial independence, verification, and professional
standards. Although existing scholarship documents the
historical growth of journalism in Jammu and Kashmir,
there remains a need to connect this history with a
systematic comparison of newspaper content. Therefore,
this study examines the evolution and influence of print
media and proposes a comparative framework for Aftab
and Kashmir Times, with particular attention to political
discourse, social change, economic concerns, cultural
representation, and contemporary journalistic challenges.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Several scholars have examined the history of Indian
journalism. In History of Indian Journalism, Natarajan (1955)
traced the development of the Indian press and explained
its contribution to political awareness and public
communication. Although this work provides a broad
historical perspective, regional developments in Jammu and
Kashmir require more focused examination.

Tasir (1989), in Nagoosh-i-Sabafat: Tareekh-i-Sahafat
Jammn wa Kashmir (1867—-1988), provided an important
historical account of journalism in Jammu and Kashmir.
This work situates the emergence and development of
newspapers within the region’s political and social
circumstances. Similarly, Sofi (1987), in Jammn wa Kashmir
Mein Urdu Sahafat, 1924—1986, documents the development
of Urdu journalism and the contribution of newspapers to
regional public discourse. These studies establish the
importance of Urdu-language publications in understanding
the history of journalism in the region.

Bazaz (1941), Inside Kashmir, provides a historical
perspective on social and political conditions during the
Dogra period. Through his account of journalistic
experience, Saraf (1967) offers insights into the relationship
between journalism and political authority. Together, these
works help explain the historical conditions under which
newspapers developed and the constraints that influenced
journalistic practices.

Research in individual newspapers further
contributes to this body of literature. Khan (2013), in Aftab
aur Srinagar Times: Kashmir Mein Urdu Sahafat Kay Sang-
e-Meel, examined the significance of prominent Urdu
newspapers and their place in the development of regional
journalism. Parey (2019) analyzes the pre-1947 press in
Jammu and Kashmir, highlighting its historical relationship
with political awakening and social reform. These
contributions are valuable for understanding the origins of

journalism, but their principal historical focus leaves the
scope for a broader comparative examination of newspaper
content across the two selected newspapers and later
political periods.

Showkat (2020), in Mapping the Mediasphere in Jammu
and Kashmir, provides an important account of the regional
media landscape through its historical and institutional
mapping. Such research helps establish the growth and
distribution of publications. However, mapping newspaper
institutions and analysing their editorial content are distinct
research tasks. The latter requires the examination of actual
articles, editorials, headlines, source selection, and thematic
emphasis.

Research on contemporary print media also
highlights the challenges arising from digital transformation,
changing reader preferences, declining circulation, and
financial pressure (Karambelkar, 2019). These
developments demonstrate that the significance of print
media cannot be understood exclusively through its
historical contribution, and that its changing institutional
and technological citcumstances must also be considered.

Existing studies have provided a substantial
foundation for understanding the historical evolution of
journalism in Jammu and Kashmir. Nevertheless, there
remains scope for connecting historical research to a
systematic comparison of newspaper content. Focusing on
Aftab and Kashmir Times, this study outlines a method
for examining how two newspapers with different linguistic
traditions represent political, social, cultural, and economic
issues. Such a comparison requires the use of verifiable
newspaper materials and attention to the different
publication histories of the selected newspapers.

Research Objectives

1.To trace the historical evolution of print media in
Jammu and Kashmir

2.To examine the contribution of newspapers to
political awareness, social reform, cultural preservation, and
public accountability.

3.To develop a comparative content analysis
framework for Aftab and Kashmir Times.

4To examine the contemporary challenges
confronting print journalism in Jammu and Kashmir.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study adopted a qualitative historical and
analytical research design. It draws on historical newspapers,
archival records, scholarly books, journal articles,
government documents, and other relevant secondary
sources. Historical analysis is used to explain the
development of print media within changing political and
institutional circumstances, whereas content analysis
provides a framework for examining newspaper
representation of public issues.

Selection of Newspapers and Time Period

This study adopted purposive sampling to examine
two newspapers: Aftab (Urdu) and Kashmir Times
(English). Their selection reflects their relevance to regional
journalism, political and social development, and the
potential availability of archival issues. Aftab provides a basis
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for examining Urdu journalism, regional identity, and public
concerns, while Kashmir Times offers scope for
investigating governance, political institutions, public policy,
civil liberties, and regional affairs. The broader historical
discussion extends from 1947 to the contemporary period,
covering accession and its aftermath, institutional
developments, changing political circumstances, and
constitutional and administrative changes of 2019 and
beyond.

The newspapers had different publication histories.
The Kashmir Times began as a week in 1954 and became a
day in 1964; Aftab began publication in 1957. Therefore,
direct comparison will be limited to periods for which issues
from both newspapers are available and can be verified.
Where suitable material exists, event-based sampling will
be used to compare the coverage of the same political,
social, and economic developments. This approach will help
maintain historical relevance while avoiding assumptions
about newspaper content in periods when no comparable
issues are available.

Content-Analysis Framework

The proposed unit of analysis is an individual news
report, editorial, opinion article, or other identifiable
newspaper item relevant to the research objective. Items
will be classified by publication date, newspaper, language,
genre, principal theme, geographical focus, source, and
framing. The initial thematic categories included political
development and governance; civil liberties and press
freedom; education and employment; social welfare and
development; economic issues such as agriculture,
horticulture, tourism, prices, wages, and public expenditure;
cultural and linguistic identity; public grievances and
accountability; and communal relations. The analysis
considers thematic prominence, headline emphasis,
placement, evaluative language, source selection, and the
representation of different social and political actors. News
reports will be distinguished from editorials and opinion
materials, as the latter may express a publication’s
institutional position more directly. Descriptive counts may
be used if the sample is sufficiently complete, while
qualitative interpretation will explain the historical context
of coverage. A consistent coding sheet and clear inclusion
criteria supported transparency.

Limitations

The availability of historical information may differ
between the two newspapers and across different periods.
Missing editions, incomplete archives, differences in
publication frequency, and changes in editorial policy may
limit direct comparisons. Therefore, the findings must
remain proportionate to the material actually examined.
Unless a verified sample of newspaper items is collected
and coded, the proposed analytical categories should not
be treated as empirical findings about the editorial behaviour
of Aftab or Kashmir Times.

Historical Evolution of Print Media

The history of print media in Jammu and Kashmir
reflects the region’s political, social, and cultural
transformations. The emergence of organised journalism
dates back to the nineteenth century, with Bidya Bilas (1867)
commonly identified as an early milestone. During the

Dogra rule, newspapers faced limited literacy, inadequate
printing facilities, restricted circulation, and administrative
controls. Despite these challenges, journalism has gradually
encouraged intellectual discussion and awareness of social
and political issues (Tasir, 1989). During the eatly twentieth
century, newspapers increasingly addressed education, civil
rights, administrative reforms, and representative
governments. Publications from Lahore also reported on
the region’s political conditions. The development of 1931
and subsequent reform debates strengthened the
relationship between journalism and public life. Newspapers
such as Hamdard, Khidmat, Vitasta, and Martand have
contributed to political discussions, social reform, and
cultural expression (Bazaz, 1941). The accession of Jammu
and Kashmir to India in October 1947 marked a significant
political transition. Subsequent decades have witnessed
changes in governance, public communication, readership,
and newspaper publishing, Newspapers increasingly cover
political development, education, employment, public
services, development, and regional identity. However, the
relationship between journalism and political authority has
varied across historical periods, and must be understood
within its specific institutional context.

Role of Print Media in Political and Social
Development

Print media have contributed to political awareness
by reporting government decisions, political movements,
public grievances, and debates concerning rights and
representation. Newspapers support public accountability
by questioning official claims, presenting competing
viewpoints, and highlighting administrative concerns.
Simultaneously, political pressure, financial dependence,
restrictions on information, and security challenges may
constrain journalistic independence. Newspapers also
provide space for discussing education, employment,
healthcare, social welfare, gender issues, and economic
development. Their literary and cultural contributions
include the publication of poetry, historical accounts,
regional literature, and discussions of linguistic traditions.
Aftab and Kashmir Times offer an opportunity to examine
how these issues have been presented in Urdu and English
journalism. However, claims regarding their influence,
editorial priorities, or contribution to democratic
participation must be assessed through published evidence,
rather than assumed in advance.

Comparative Content Analysis of Two Newspapers

This study proposes a comparative examination of
Aftab (Urdu) and Kashmir Times (English). Their selection
reflects their relevance to regional journalism and the
potential availability of archival issues. Aftab, which began
its publication in 1957, provides a case study for examining
Utrdu journalism, regional identity, and public concerns. The
Kashmir Times began in 1954 and became a day in 1964,
offering scope for investigating governance, political
institutions, public policy, civil liberties, and regional affairs.
The comparison considers political coverage, governance,
social and economic development, cultural identity, public
participation, press freedom, and editorial framing. Specific
attention will be paid to headlines, report placement, source
selection, and the representation of official and non-official
voices. Where sufficient material is available, event-based
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sampling allows the coverage of the same political, social,
or economic development to be compared across the two
newspapers. Because their publication histories and formats
differ, direct comparisons must be restricted to periods for
which relevant issues from both publications are available
and verifiable. Conclusions regarding editorial orientations
or thematic priorities must be supported by actual articles
and editorials. Differences should not automatically be
attributed to language, as readership, location, editorial
policy, ownership, and historical circumstances may also
influence coverage.

Contemporary Challenges of Print Media

Print media in Jammu and Kashmir face several
challenges associated with technological, economic, and
institutional change. The growth of online news portals
and social media has transformed the speed and accessibility
of information. Readers increasingly encounter news
through mobile devices and digital platforms, reducing the
exclusive role of traditional newspapers as a daily source
of information. Declining circulation and competition for
advertising revenue create financial pressure for newspaper
organisations. The rising costs of paper, printing,
distribution, and staffing can further affect their
sustainability. Smaller publications may face particular
difficulties in maintaining regular publication schedules and
investing in new technologies. Misinformation and
unverified content also pose additional challenges. Digital
platforms permit the rapid circulation of information, but
their speed does not guarantee accuracy. Print newspapers
can retain public value by verifying claims, correcting errors,
identifying sources, and providing contextual reports.
Nevertheless, credibility depends on consistent professional
standards rather than print format alone.\ Questions of
press freedom and journalist safety also remain important
to the broader study of journalism in the region. Editorial
independence, access to information, transparent
regulations, and the ability to report public concerns are
central to the democratic role of the press. These issues
require careful documentation and should be examined in
relation to specific historical and institutional circumstances.
To remain sustainable, newspaper organisations must
develop digital editions, strengthen archival systems,
improve professional training, and explore viable revenue
models. The digitisation of historical newspapers is
especially important because it preserves documentary
evidence for future research and facilitates comparative
analysis across periods and languages.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Historical and documentary discussions indicate that
print media in Jammu and Kashmir developed in close
association with political change, social reform, and cultural
expression. The press emerged under restrictive conditions
during the Dogra period and continued to evolve through
major political transitions following 1947. Newspapers have
provided forums for information, public debate, cultural
expression, and communication of political concerns. The
study also highlights the importance of distinguishing
institutional history from newspaper-content analysis:
publication histories are established when newspapers
operate, but they do not by themselves show which themes

individual articles emphasise or what editorial positions a
publication adopted.

The proposed comparison of Aftab and Kashmir
Times offers a structured way to investigate these questions
in Urdu- and English-language journalism. Its principal
contribution is methodological: it identifies common coding
categories and comparative questions that can be applied
to verified newspaper issues. Since newspapers have
different publication histories and formats, direct
comparisons should be limited to periods for which suitable
issues from both are available. The broader historical
discussion can cover developments from 1947 onwards, but
the analysis should not attribute the coverage of events to
a newspaper unless relevant issues are available. Print media
should also be examined as institutions operating within
changing political, economic, and technological
circumstances. Its potential contribution to accountability,
social development, and cultural preservation must be
assessed in relation to the published material and conditions
under which it circulated. A complete empirical comparison
requires the collection and coding of newspaper issues,
followed by documented examples and descriptive results.
Until this work is completed, conclusions about differences
in editorial framing or thematic prominence should remain
provisional.

CONCLUSION

A historical examination of print media in Jammu
and Kashmir reveals that the development of journalism
cannot be separated from the political and social conditions
in which newspapers have operated. The transition from
the press under Dogra’s rule to the changing media
environment after 1947 reflects broader shifts in political
authority, public debate, and the relationship between
institutions and society. A central observation is the need
to distinguish the history of newspaper institutions from
the content they publish. Historical accounts help to
establish when newspapers emerged and the circumstances
in which they developed, but they cannot, on their own,
explain which issues received sustained attention, whose
voices were represented, or how political and social
developments were interpreted. These questions require a
close examination of newspaper reports, editorials,
headlines, and opinion pieces. The proposed comparison
of Aftab and Kashmir Times provides the basis for such an
investigation. Their different linguistic traditions offer an
opportunity to explore how Urdu- and English-language
newspapers address regional development, public
grievances, governance, cultural identity, and questions of
accountability. However, any claim that one newspaper gave
greater importance to a particular issue than another must
be established through a systematic examination of their
published content. Economic dimension adds an important
layer to the analysis. Issues such as employment, agriculture,
horticulture, tourism, prices, public expenditure, and access
to basic services are closely connected to people’s everyday
experiences in Jammu and Kashmir. These are important
questions for further investigation, although their answers
must emerge from actual newspaper material rather than
from historical assumptions alone.

This study also draws attention to the difficult
circumstances in which contemporary newspapers must
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sustain their work. Competition from digital platforms,
changing readership habits, rising production costs, and
pressure on advertising revenue have altered the economic
conditions of print journalism. These developments are
significant not only for the survival of newspaper
organisations but also for the resources available for
reporting, verification, archival preservation, and
independent editorial judgement. The ability of newspapers
to respond to these pressures while maintaining professional
standards remains an important issue in the future of
regional journalism. Taken together, the historical discussion
and proposed comparative framework suggest that the study
of print media in Jammu and Kashmir requitres attention
to three connected dimensions: the historical circumstances
in which newspapers developed, the issues and perspectives
represented in their content, and the institutional and
economic conditions under which journalism operates.
Bringing these dimensions together can provide a more
grounded understanding of the relationship between
newspapers and regional public life.
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